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DEPARTMENT FOR NAS/NRC, BOARD ON INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIEIC 
EXCHANGE: ALLEN CAMPBELL 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, SW 

SUBJ: US/WESTERN EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL EXCHANGES: 

HAVE THEY SERIOUSLY DECLINED? 

REE: (A) STATE 67701, (B) STOCKHOLM 2378 

REPORTING OFFICER HAS DISCUSSED REQUIREMENT REFTEL A WITH SEVERAL 
KNOWLEDGABLE SWEDISH SCIENTISTS. THE RESULTS OE THESE DISCUSSIONS 
ARE SUMMARIZED AS FOLLOWS: 

(1) DURING THE LAST THREE YEARS, THE NUMBERS OF EXCHANGES, VISITS 
AND COOPERATIVE PROJECTS BETWEEN THE U.S. AND SWEDEN HAVE REMAINED 
FAIRLY CONSTANT. AS AN EXAMPLE, 20 TO 25 AMERICAN SCIENTISTS ARE 

AT WORK THROUGHOUT THE YEAR AT KAROLINSKA INSTITUTE. THESE SCIENT- 
ISTS CONDUCT RESEARCH EOR PERIOD RANGING EROM THREE MONTHS TO TWO 
YEARS. 

(2) THE NUMBERS OF VISITORS AND EXCHANGE SCIENTISTS AT OTHER 
SWEDISH ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS ARE NOT READILY 
AVAILABLE BECAUSE NO CENTRALIZED STATISTICS ARE MAINTAINED BY 
SWEDISH INSTITUTIONS. EACH DEPARTMENT OR FACULTY MAINTAINS ITS 
OWN RECORDS AND EOREIGN SCIENTISTS ARE NOT REGISTERED BY NATIONAL- 
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ITY. NO ENTHUSIASM WAS EXPRESSED FOR THE SUGGESTION THAT A 
PARTICULAR UNIVERSITY COLLECT DATA ON US-SWEDISH EXCHANGES. 

(3) A LARGE OUTELOW OF SWEDISH SCIENTISTS TO THE U.S. EOR 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING TOOK PLACE DURING THE 1950'S AND 1960'S, 

BUT OPPORTUNITIES IN THE U.S. HAVE "LARGELY DRIED UP". THE 
RESULTS HAS BEEN A "GENERATION OF SWEDISH SCIENTISTS/ENGINEERS 
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WHO HAVE NOT HAD THE BENEEIT OE TRAINING IN THE U.S." 

(4) AMERICAN-SWEDISH INDUSTRIAL R&D (INCLUDING PERSONNEL EXCHANGE) 
RELATIONSHIP IS REGARDED, BY THE ROYAL ACADEMY OE ENGINEERING 
SCIENCES, AS HIGHLY SATISFACTORY. 

(5) A SWEDISH NOBEL LAUREATE CHARACTERIZED THE ALLEGED DECLINE 
OE S&T EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE U.S. AND WESTERN EUROPE AS "A 
PERENNIAL AMERICAN MYTH". 

(6) THE GENERAL OPINION OF SWEDES CONTACTED ON THE DECLINE OE 
EXCHANGES IS THAT VERY LEW OPPORTUNITIES AND BENEEITS HAVE BEEN 
MISSED AS A RESULT OE THE CONTRACTION OF U.S. R&D MONEY. THE 
REAL PROBLEM IS ON THE SWEDISH SIDE WHERE THE ANNUAL INCREASES 
IN R&D EUNDS ARE BEARLY SUEEICIENT TO COVER INELATION. THE 
RESULT IS LEW, IE ANY, NEW PROJECTS AND LESS MONEY TO SUPPORT 
SWEDISH SCIENTISTS WHO WANT TO TRAVEL AND STUDY IN THE U.S. OR 
OTHER COUNTRIES. 
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